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in the form of witty anecdotes, repartees and delectable
flashbacks fo several epic and puranic episodes. These
are to be appreciated and admired sometimes from the
religious view-point and sometimes from the literary
view-point. At best one may describe Parasara's method
of interpretation as camatkaravaha. They are even today
read over and appreciated in the traditional kalaksepa-s.
No serious philosophical study can be made on these
nirvaha^. Thu? for instance explaining the passage nal
vedam kandane, ('one who has 'seen' the four Veda-s',
'one who has been seen by the four Veda-s), Parasara
takes the word 'kandan 'and interprets it as Kanappattavan
('one who has been seen') although it can also mean
kandavan ('one who has seen').

Explaining the relationship between isvara and jiva
Parasara calls it the raksya-raksaka-bhava ('the relation
between the Saviour and the saved'), Parasara narrates
an interesting anecdote explaining this point which may
be taken as representing the general style of Parasara's
nirvaha-^. A merchant went abroad leaving his pregnant
wife at home and he did not come for several years.
In the meantime his wife delivered a son who grew up
to be a merchant like his own father. He also' left on
a business tour. It so happened that both the father and
son with their belongings took shelter at a place which
was too narrow to accommodate both. When each one
of them was trying to push out the other, a third person
who knew their relationship happened to come there.
When he told them about it, both the father and son
became one and their merchandise became one. The
father became the unquestioned protector of the son and
his things. This is exactly the kind of relation that subsists
between jivasmd Isvara. What is needed, stresses Parasara,
is the mere knowledge of being related with the Lord